Welcome to Gracie Mansion, the Mayor's Residence.



Ile Maison in conversation with Meredith S. Horsford,
Executive Director of Historic House Trust of New York City
on Gracie Mansion History, Significance and Interiors.

Archibald Gracie, a ship owner, and businessman from Scotland, initially built

the mansion as a rural refuge away from the busy metropolis. At the time, the area

now known as Carl Schurz Park, where Gracie Mansion is situated, was a rural and
scenic part of Manhattan. The home was built as the Gracie family's country estate

after Archibald Gracie bought the site and ordered its construction. The design

of the mansion reflects the Federal style of architecture, which was popular during

that period.

Carl Schurz Park is a public park situated in the Yorkville neighborhood of
Manhattan. The park spans approximately 15 acres along the East River, and it
encompasses the area surrounding Gracie Mansion. The mansion's placement
within the park allows it to benefit from the park’s picturesque surroundings and
natural beauty, which adds to the appeal and ambiance of the residence.

Both Gracie Mansion and Carl Schurz Park have a shared historical significance.
Carl Schurz Park was named after Carl Schurz, a German-American statesman
and reformer, in 1910. The park has its own historical context, reflecting the
development and changes in the Yorkville neighborhood over the years.
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Gracie Mansion became the official residence
of the City's Mayor through a combination of
historical circumstances and the city's decision
to provide a designated mayoral residence.

In 1896, the City of New York acquired Gracie

Mansion and its surrounding property.

Gracie Mansion changed hands several times over the years,
serving various purposes. In 1896, the City of New York
acquired Gracie Mansion and its surrounding property.

The city purchased the property to preserve it as a historical
landmark and to provide a residence for the mayor. Since then,
it has been used to house and host mayors and their families
during their terms in office. This move aimed to provide the

mayor with a dignified and appropriate place of residence ,
similar to the official residences of other cities and countries.

While Gracie Mansion was initially built as a private residence,
its historical significance and architectural beauty have made
it an iconic landmark in New York City. Today, it serves as

a symbol of the city's history and tradition, as well as a venue
for official mayoral functions, public events, and exhibits.
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How does the interior design/architecture
of the mansion connect to the significance
of the establishment?"

The interior design and architecture of Gracie
Mansion play a significant role in connecting the
mansion to its historical and cultural significance
as the official residence of the Mayor of New York
City. Gracie Mansion is designed in the Federal
style, which was popular during the late 18th and
early 19th century. This architectural style is
characterized by its symmetry, balanced
proportions, and classical details. Many of the
rooms feature period furniture, artwork, and decor
that evoke the past and provide a sense of the
mansion's heritage. Visitors can experience the
atmosphere of the different eras and gain insight
into the city's history through the carefully curated
interior design.
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Symmetrical design,
elegant proportions,

and classical details

7

Over the years, Gracie Mansion has
undergone renovations and
modifications, but efforts have been
made to preserve its original features
and architectural integrity. Elements
such as the grand staircase, ornate
moldings and fireplaces showcase the
mansion's historical character.

By maintaining these original
architectural elements, Gracie Mansion
serves as a tangible link to its past.
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Gracie Mansion often hosts cultural events

and exhibits that highlight the diverse cultural
heritage of New York City.

The interior spaces are utilized to display
artwork, historical artifacts, and cultural
exhibits that celebrate the city's vibrant artistic
and cultural communities.

This connection between the interior design
and the city's cultural heritage reinforces the
mansion's role as a symbol of New York City.
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The Luminescent Rise of Gracie
GRACIE MANSION ILE MAISON AWARD CELEBRATION & PRIVATE TOUR

Hosted by Rhonda Binda - Executive Director of Gracie Mansion Conservancy, llona Lee - President of Ile Maison & Carl Haggerty - CEO of NETREP

June 16th, 2023
Gracie Mansion,
The Mayor's Residence

This event was a benefit for Gracie
Mansion Conservancy. Gracie
Mansion was built in 1799, this
former country estate on the East
River now serves as the official
residence of the Mayor of New
York City. The Gracie Mansion
Conservancy is a private not-for-
profit corporation established in
1981 to preserve, maintain and
enhance Gracie Mansion - one
of the oldest surviving wood
structures in Manhattan and

a member of The Historic House
Trust.

Photos Credit: The LOMI (073§)mpany



~ILE MAISON
IM HOME AWARD

presented to

GRACIE MANSION
The NYC Mayor's Residence

Honoring the Most Significant
Home in New York City.

June 16th, 2023
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